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the foundation of the Institute. The President of
the Republic laid the first brick, Marie the second.
Laughingly, he asked her if she remembered the
travelling pillow she had lent him when he was
poor. She replied: "Yes, and you forgot to return
it." She remembered, too, that the famous actor
who complimented her from the stage was none
other than Monsieur Kotarbinski, for whom
Manya had once plaited a crown of wild flowers.
But a Radium Institute was a queer place with-
out Radium. Mrs. Meloney had again to persuade
the United States to give Marie another gramme,
and again Marie went to New York. On that
occasion it was to thank the Americans in the
name of Poland, She stayed at the White House
and found it very amusing to see it full of
elephants, large elephants, small elephants, minute
elephants, white elephants. As a parting gift she
was given two elephants, a little ivory one and an
almost invisible one. Elephants were the badge of
the governing party. With her two and the
Radium, she returned to Warsaw to see the Insti-
tute begin its work of curing the sick.
As she had done when she was a little girl, she
wandered by the great Vistula and wrote about it:
"The river winds, broad and lazy, gray near at
hand and blue as heaven in the distance. Ador-
able sandbanks, sparkling in the sun, show here
and there and mark the capricious course of the
stream. At the edge of these banks, strips of more
brilliant light show where the waters grow deep.
I simply have to wander by these light-filled